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“Chiburim” Committee
Unites Hashmonaim?”

Chana Schuster, Rakezet Klita (Absorption Coordinator)
n Hashmonaim, we are blessed with a heterogenous community.
More than 50% of the residents here are Anglo. In general, gaps
exist between the native Israeli population and the olim commu-

nity. In order to narrow the gaps and unite the society, Hashmonaim

has appointed a committee called “Vaadat Chiburim.” Up until now
the committee has planned activities and programs that serve
both the natives and the olim community. Some of the programs

we’ve done are a Tiyul for Yom
Yerushalayim to the Old City,
the first yishuv bonfire on Lag
B’aomer, humor workshops,
and two sing-along nights.
Additional programs that
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are being planned by Vaa-
dat Chiburim are: Shabbat
Chiburim, at which families
invite families with a differ-
ent mother tongue to lunch on
Shabbat, a tiyul to the Mateh
Binyamin Visitor’s Center and
winery, followed by a visit to
the Moetza, Mateh Binyamin’s
governing body. Also in the
plans are “Erev Edot,” an eve-
ning that will highlight the dif-
ferent types of cultures that
we have on the yishuv, and
a tiyul to a play performed by
hearing impaired individuals
with subtitles in both He-
brew and English. These
programs are subsidized
by the Ministry of Ab-
sorption-Misrad  Haklita,
Moazat Mateh Binyamin,
Matnas Binyamin, and of
course by our yishuv. Vaa-
dat Chiburim will continue
its work to encourage the
different communities of
Hashmonaim and native
Hebrew speakers and
olim to meet and further
develop relationships.
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The Summer Is Over...
And | Haven't BeenIn A
Pool Even Once!!!

Bryna Hartman, Resident of the Yishuv

| can't believe it! It happened again! Another
summer has gone by without my going swimming
even once. It's not that there are no pools in the
area. Even K'far HaOranim opened a pool recently.
Three hundred families agreed to put up 12,000
NIS and they have a pool. In Modiin there is a city
pool in addition to Holmes Place, the Reut Country
Club and a pool in Maccabim. In Nili there's a pool.
All these pools are relatively close by, right? So
what's the problem?

First of all, no separate swimming close by
(besides a few hours in Modiin at a ridiculous
price). For many women who want to swim like
normal people, in a regular bathing suit, this is a
big problem. It doesn’t matter whether the reason
is for the obvious halachic implications or because
of personal discomfort with mixed swimming.

Second of all, lack of transportation. Not
everyone has a car home during the day when
the pools are open, and if you have found a pool
with separate hours, it's far away or the hours are
later in the day when you're too tired to travel or
swim.

So, | am now opening up the discussion about a
subject that everyone has been avoiding over the
last few years. IT'S ABOUT TIME WE BUILD A POOL
IN CHASHMONAIM and maybe even an entire
health club for the dati-leumi community. For
those who want separate swimming (for whatever
reasons), for those who want to be able to run
over to the pool to do a few laps or to work out in
the gym for an hour or two during the day. What is
holding us back all these years? Below are some
of the possibly "problematic” issues that have
come up in casual conversations that I've had on
this subject from time to time:

"No one will agree to build a pool without hours
for mixed swimming”. Who won't agree? Today, as
| previously pointed out, there are many options
for mixed (or family) swimming in the area. No
one can be forced to join the yishuv pool. In our
yishuv the vaad of the yishuv will have to make a
decision to open a pool with only separate hours.
| am sure that many families who do frequent the
pools in the area do so because there are no other
convenient options open to them. There are also
those who would much prefer separate swimming
but for health reasons really need to swim thus
perhaps compromising their religious values.

"What will mothers of younger boys who can't
go to the pool alone do?" This is an issue that will,

of course, be brought up to the Rav and we can
look into how yishuvim similar to ours, such as
Neve Tzuf and Dolev, solved this problem. I'm sure
a solution can be found.

"Wherever you put it, the neighbors will
complain”. There is a designated place for the
pool on public land and there is no reason that
the pool should not be built there as originally
planned. The pool that we build will have to be
covered and this may reduce noise. The entrance
to the pool can be from a main street, must have
ample parking and should be open during hours
allowed by law.

"Massive groups will want to come swim”. A
yishuv pool will have to be limited to purchasing
memberships. First chance goes to the people of
Ramat Modiim and then we can open up to Ganei
Modiin and yishuvim in the area. | am sure that
there will be requests to join from as far as Gimzu
to Nof Ayalon. The pool must be run according to
the regulations of the Health Ministry and | believe
that they do not allow swimming in robes and
socks. Those who are unwilling to adhere to those
rules will not be allowed to join.

The advantages to building a pool in the yishuv
are great. First of all, we would finally have what
to do throughout the hot days of the summer.
For the Keitanah - the program would be greatly
enhanced by a pool. More children would be able
to learn swimming as part of the program. Teens
would have what to do. No need to transport kids
or travel to get to the pool. This would also be
a great meeting place for our residents who are
mostly active within their own communities and
don't have a central meeting place on the yishuv
on a daily basis. If we manage to grow into a
Health Club with a gym and a room for chugim,
we will gain a nice addition to the yishuv and
possibly, with time, establish a source of income
for the yishuv. This would be a place we would
feel at home in and would be a pool especially
designed for the needs of the local dati leumi
community.

| know that this all sounds a lot easier than it
will be and | am, perhaps, fantasizing a bit. Raising
the money will not be easy and building a pool
also involves high maintenance fees but | think
that like me, most people are tired of the dry, dry
summers. In a yishuv of our size it is really strange
that we have not yet built a pool all these years. A
few years have gone by and the yishuv has grown
and it's time to review this matter again. "If you
build it they will come!”
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Solar Panels
Conquer Efrat

and Gush
Etzion

ore and more families are joining
M the purchase group for solar panels

in order to produce electricity.
Within the framework of the initiative to
promote alternative energy, Uzi Landau,
Minister of National Infrastructure, has
decided that 10% of the permits for the
production of alternative energy will be
allocated to Judea and Samaria.

Following the green revolution which
is conquering the region, the Efrat
Development Company has come
out with an economic-environmental
initiative:theestablishmentofapurchase
group for solar panels for the production
of alternative energy. Homeowners will
enjoy a passive income with a sure
return on their investment while making
a contribution to the environment, by
producing solar electricity from solar
panels on their roofs and selling it to the
electric company. The government’s
decision on this issue, states that the
electric company is obligated to buy the
electricity which is produced at a rate of
three times the regular price which you
pay to the electric company, and will
continue to do so for twenty years, thus
making this a sure investment.

The power of an organized group in
purchasing the solar panels has brought
the price down 20%, with an extended
guarantee and the possibility of attractive
financing options.

Anyone who has a roof can join the
purchase group today. The maximum
number for businesses has already been
reached and the maximum number for
private houses will be reached in two
months.

Because of the unprecedented success
of this environmental initiative in Efrat and
Gush Etzion, it has been decided to open
up the market for other parts of Judea and
Samaria as well.

Within the framework of the initiative
to advance alternative energy, Minister
Landau has instructed this week that 10%
of all permits for energy production will be
directed towards Judea and Samaria.

Residents interested in receiving a
power point presentation or determining if
their roof is appropriate for the installation
of solar panels, call 02-993-9374.
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Simcha Sheldon, Ph.D.

We all know that Shalom Bayit is one
of the most important aspects of our
life experience. When we experience
Shalom in our homes, we can handle
just about any of life's challenges.
Conversely, when - chas v'shalom,
Shalom Bayit is lacking, the entire
quality and enjoyment of all the good
that we have can be reduced to anguish,
depression, and despair, In our times,
perhaps more than most other times,
challenges and difficulties regarding
peace between spouses, between
children, and between parents and
children are very common. It certainly
appears that what the sages told us
would happen in the days close to the
coming of Mashiach, are happening - in
the world and in our homes.

[ would like to humbly and respectfully
offer an approach to relating — one that
integrates the psychological with the
spiritual — that may be of help.

Oftentimes the arguments, emotional
pain, disappointments, frustrations,
and strife that we experience in our
relationships are related to the way that
we see ourselves as being different,
and/or in competition with the person
we are having difficulty with. Sometimes
it feels like a competition of needs -
where one will have to be without or
lose, in order for the other to win or

Shalom Bayit and
Rosh Hashanna

get what s/he needs. These thoughts
and experiences usually happen in the
psychological, emotional, and cognitive
realms.

There is a way to change the process
and the uncomfortable feelings if we
can shift our experience away from
the emotional conflict and focus on
the spiritual relationship between our
self and the "other”. As spouses we
can focus on how we are really parts
of one soul, and that the truth is there
is no competition. The goal is to help
each other in the peaceful healthy
and joyous completion of the unified
soul. Parents and children can avoid
experiencing a battle for power and
control, as both relate to the idea that
it is the responsibility of the parent
to help the child’s soul grow happily,
and work together towards that goal.
Briefly, the same idea can be used in all
our relationships, as all of us are part
of the soul of Adam and Havah, and in
truth we are all here together to heal
ourselves and help each other heal and
become whole and holy.

Rosh Hashannah is a time of
contemplation on the true nature of
who we are. May we be blessed to
experience, know and feel the holy
soul in ourselves and in each other, and
enjoy creating peace together.

www.drsimcha.com
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